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YHE CASE FOR TROUT CREEL L IMITS

o n l y a s u i t a b l e c r e e t l i m i t w i l l e f f e c t i v e l y d i s t r i b u t e h a r v e s t .

r f  c r e e l  l i m i t s  a r e  t o o  h i g h ,  a n d  s i z e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t o o  l i b e r a l '

t h e  f i s h e r y  i s  b a s i c a l l y  u n m a n a g e d '

A

Pennsy l van ia ,  w i t h  t he  na t i on ' s  h i ghes t  ang le r  use  pe r

has  regu la t i ons  tha t  a re  u ,nJ .g - . -  f t i na f  u f  o i  t he  na t i on '

l i be ra l .

Eve rys ta tehasc ree l l im i t s ;Somehavenos i ze res t r i c t i ons ,oT
e f f ec t i ve l y  use  max imum s i ze  l im i t s '

I f l o t o fang le r snowca tchgOto f t he t rou t , amere lo t t r ans fe r
o f  t he i r  nu r , r " r l -wou ld  doub le - t he  ca t ch  o f  90?  o f  ou r  ang le r s '

H ighc ree l l im i t sa reequa tedbymanyo f t hena t i on ' s t op f i she ry
manage rs  as  t . o "  d i sc red i t ed )  ha rves t  o r i en ta t i on '

C ree I  l im i t s  mus t  be  l ow  enough - to  l im i t  ca t ches '

Those  manage rs  who  i ns i s t  t ha i  l owe r i ng  c ree l  l im i t s  w i l l  have

no  b io l og i ca l  bene f  i t ,  a re  . i l i t t i nq  t h ; t - ex i s t i ng  l im i t s  a re  f a r

t oo  h i gh .

pennsy rvan ia , s  t o ta r  t r ou t  ha rves t -ha t che ry ,  cooP  &  w i rd - - i s  now

abou t  5 .5  m i r r i on ,  o t  f ewe r  t ha t  E I I  Pg  
t i i r ' t  I F? t . - i f  

ca l cu la ted

by cosr o, ny*i i i l . ; ;  avair"ui. .  
-Hfqf i-r6Ei-Tfmits infer thaL

i t  i s  accep tab f t  t "  k i l l  mo re  t ha t  t h i s  pe r  ou t i nq '

A fewang le r scapab leo feas i l y ca t ch ingh igh l im i t s . candes t roy
asma l l s t r eampopu la t i on inoneSeason . I t , sno t t heave rage
ang le r , s  ca t cn  i e "need .on t ro i l - nu t  t ha t  o f  t he  t op  5 t  t o  10 t '

Ahugema jo r i t yo f t hena t i on , s f i nes t f i she rymanage rshaves ta ted
tha t  mos t  , . u l l  l i " n ; " r a  c ree l  l im i t s  a re  s t i l l  t oo  h i gh '  ,
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s i z e  r e g u l a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  c a r e f u l l y  c r a f t e d  t o  p r e v e n t  h a r m '  o u r

f o r m e r  5  i n c h  m i n i m u m  a r q u a b l y  g e n e t i c a l l y  a l t e r e d  b r o o k  t r o u t  b y

p r o t e c t i n g  s l o w  g r o w e r s .  T h e -  t i * .  t h i n g  c o u l d  h a p p e n  i f  w e  s p l i t

l a t e r  m a t u r r n g  b r o w n  t r o u t  y e a r  c l a s s e s  '

o u r  f i s h e r i e s  m a n a g e r s  o f t e n  g u o t e  B o b  H u n t ,  a  r e t i r e d  w i s c o n s i n

t r o u t  m a n a g e r :  " A  s i z e  l i m i t  a p p l i e s  t o  e v e r y  t r o u t '  \ 1 9 7 4 \  '

H o w e v e r ,  W i : s c o n s i n ' s  c r e e f  f i m i t s  v a r y  f r o m  z e r a  t o  5  f o r  b r o w n  a n d

r a i n b o w s  c o m b i n e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  A F S  i t a t i s t i c s ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s  t r o u t

r e s o u r e e s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  e l e i e n  t i m e s  W i s c o n s i n ' s  a n g l e r  u s e  p e r

a c r e ,  s o  t h e i r  h i g h e s t  c r e e l  l i m i t  i s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  o n e  h a l f  f i s h

p e r  a n g l e r  i n  e e n n s y l v a n i a .  I n  p e r S o n a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  I ' v e  l e a r n e d

t h a t  H u n t  a g r e e s  t h a t  o u r  c r e e l  l i m i t  i s  t o o  h i q h '

t 4 a n y  t h i n g s ,  b u t  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  t o  b i o m a s s  r a t i o  ( P  / B ) t

d e t e r m i n e s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  s i z e  l i m i t s

M a r y l a n d  t e r m i n a t e d  s t o c k i n g  a l l  s t r e a m s  w i t h  n a t u r a l  r e p r o d u c t i o n

a n d  d r o p p e d  c r e e l  l i m i t s  o n  t h o s e  s t r e a m s  f r o m  5  t o  2 '  T h e y  h a v e

n o  m i n i m u m  s i z e .  P o p u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  s t r e a m s  h a v e  e x p l o d e d '

W h y  n o t  h e r e ?

I  a m  n o t  a w a r e  o f  a n y  s t a t e  o r  p r o v i n c e  w h o s e  b l u e  r i b b o n  t r o u t

s t r e a m s  a r e  n o t  f a r  b e t t e r  p r o t l c t e d  t h a n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s  C I a s s  \

s  t r e a m s  .

I n  r i l y  o p i n i o n ,  I o w e r  c r e e f  l i m i t s ,  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  s i z e

r e g u l a t i o n s ,  w i l l  b e s t  e n h a n c e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  o f  m o s t  o f

o u r  n o w  e s s e n t i a l l y  u n r e g u l a t e d  s t r e a m s  '

, ] /nA

7/-'/- k/u,*"*' / /
//

A D D E N D A :

T r o l i r e r  c r e e l  l i n i t s  h a v e  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  a n q l e r s '
p e r c e p t i o n  o f  a c c e p t a b l e  m i n i m u m  s i z e  f o r  h a r v e s t .

M i n i m u m  s i z e  h a s  - 1 - i m i t e d  u s e f u l n e s s  i n  a n  a d u l t  t r o u t  h a t c h e r y

D r o s r a m  u n l e s s  l a r q e r  t h a n  t h e  h a t c h e r y  s i z e  r a n q e .
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