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REVIEW OF PFBC C lass  A  Wi Id  T rou t  P roq ram Eva lua t l on

Backqround

The  1995  Annua l  repo r t  o f  t he  Pennsy l van ia  F i sh  &  Boa t  Commiss ion
inc ludes  the  i t em:  "Comp le t i on  o f  repo r t  re f l ec t i nq  pos i t i ve  {eqp_gnse
to  s t ream sec t i ons  manaqed  in  the  w i l d  t rou t  p rog ram w i th  no
s tock inq " . l  Th i s  pape r  eva lua tes  t he  cando r  o f  t h i s  c l a im .

In  1989 ,  and  1993 ,  s im i l a r  r epo r t s  we re  g i ven  t o  t he  pub l i c  i n  t he
fo rm o f  p ress  re leases  p roc la im ing  success  o f  W i ld  T rou t  Managemen t .
A f te r  t he  f i r s t  o f  t hese ,  I  r egues ted  suppor t i ng  da ta  f rom co ldwa te r
un i t  l eade r ,  Mar t j . n  Marc inko .  He  demured  th i s  regues t ,  s ta t i ng
tha t  i f  I  wan ted  th i s  i n fo rma t ion  f  wou ld  have  to  ob ta in  i t  f r om
s t ream f i l es .  ( f  l a te r  rea l i zed  tha t  t he  p rob lem was  tha t  t he  da ta
! . re ren '  t  ava i l ab le .  )

A f te r  t he  second  re lease ,  I  r egues ted  these  da ta  f rom the  new un i t
I eader ,  Tom Green .  Tom was  more  coopera t i ve ,  bu t  d id  no t  have
in fo rma t ion  on  the  o r i g ina l  da ta  o r  t he  cu r ren t  da ta ,  i n  useab le
fo rm.  He  o f fe red  to  pu l l  t he  cu r ren t  i n fo rma t ion  toge the r ,  wh ich
he  d i d  i n  a  mon th  o r  so .  S ince  he  had  no  o r i g i na l  l i s t i ng ,  t he re
was  no  way  tha t  he  cou ld  pos i t i ve l y  de te rm ine  t rends ;  t he re fo re f
the re  was  a l so  no  so l i d  bas i s  f o r  t he  g low ing  ne r r r s  re leases .

W i th  t h i s  i n f o rma t i on ,  and  t he  1982  da ta  (wh i ch  t  had ) ,  I  was  ab le
to  de te rm ine  tha t  o f  t he  o r i g ina l  l i s t  o f  167  s t reams ,  30  were  no
longer  C lass  A ,  and  ano the r  24  were  under  spec ia l  regu la t i ons .
O f  t he  o r i g ina l  30  deg rades ,  on l y  13  were  i nc luded  as  p robab le
v i c t ims  o f  ove rha rves t ,  I eav ing  126  sec t i ons  fo r  compar i son .  O f
these  rema in ing  sec t i ons ,  on l y  59  had  s ign i f i can t  b iomass  changes
as  o f  1992 .  O f  t hese ,  20  we re  upg raded ,  bu t  39  we re  s i gn i f i can t l y
(>10 t )  deg raded .  V iewed  f r om a  d i f  f e ren t  pe rspec t i ve ,  on l y  20
o f ' 167  sec t i ons  we re  s j gn i f i can t l y  (>10* )  upg raded  a f t e r  a  decade
o f  pass i ve  managemen t . z  I  gave  the  o r i g ina l  s t ream sec t i on  l i s t i ng -
a  copy  o f  wh ich  I  had  re ta ined  s ince  1982- - to  Tom Green  to  ass i s t
h im  in  pe r fo rm ing  h i s  own  ana lys i s  o f  t he  resu l t s  o f  con t i nued
genera l  regu la t i ons  to  ' p ro tec t ,  conse rve  and  enhance '  ou r  bes t
w i l d  t r ou t  s t r eams .

The  1995  repo r t  appa ren t l y  was  t he  F i she ry  Bu reau ' s  r esponse  t o
these  da ta  and  f i nd ings .

F  i nd inqs

The  repo r t  i s  t roub l i ng  fo r  seve ra l  reasons .  P r imar i l y ,  t he  au tho r
was  unce r ta in  abou t  t he  ob jec t i ves  fo r  t h i s  w i l d  t rou t  managemen t .
I t  was  s ta ted  tha t  a  common ob jec t i ve  was ,  "ma inLa in ing  s tand ing
s tocks  a t  o r  above . . . t he  qua l i f y i ng  su rvey " .  The  au tho rs  t hen
igno red  th i s  modes t  ob jec t i ve ,  and  cons ide red  any  sec t i on  wh ich
rema ined  C lass  A ,  rega rd less  o f  t he  deg ree  o f  deg rada t i on r  as
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rep resen t i ng  a  ' pos i t i ve  
response ' .  A  second  ob jec t i ve  was  to  doubres tocks  o f  o lde r  (3+ )  t rou t .  T l i :  ob iec i i ve  was  i i sm issed  by  s ta t i ngtha t  na tu ra l  va r i a t i on  m igh t  l im i t  i [ s - i t t a inmen t ,  and ,  based  onthe  repo r t ,  was  no t  eva ru i . t ed ,  o r  i t  i f  was ,  t he  ob jec t i ve  apparen t l ywas  no t  a t ta ined

For  unknown  reasg ls ,  gn ry  71  o f  t he  167  gua r i f y i ng  sec t i ons  wereeva lua ted ,  i nc lud ing  1B  inde r  spec ia l  regu ra t l ons ,  compared  to  myear l i e r  129 ,  p t -us  24_under  qnec ia t  manage*en tp  How many  o f  t heother sectlonE-TEve downgraded?

i .  1?95  s t i t us  o f  po r t i on  o f  o r i q i na r  ( 1982  l f u t  o f  c rass  A9e.t
ked  sec t i ons .

B rown  T rou tz  14  sec t i ons  upg raded  ( i nc lud ing  one  wh ich  i s  under_-----ranoovrner  C&R),  and 2g downgraded.

Brook Trout :  No sect i -ons upgradedi  seven downgraded

-g -T rog ! : .TYoyP9raded ,on9downgraded .A I1 th reeo f theses t reams have  c r l t i ca r ry  tow popura t ion l i  3 .7g  to  15 .86  Kg lha ,  andregulre much greater piotect ion.

, f;"
. -B rown  T rou t :  11  sec t i ons  upg raded ,  4  downgraded ,  i nc rud ing  onetha t  re f l ec t s  the rma l  i nduced  ross  o r  re loca t i on  o f  f i sh .

Brook Trout :  One sect ion upgraded,  none downgraded

Rainbow Trout : Two sections upgraded, none downgraded

To ta l  c l ass  A  s t reams  under -spec ia l  regu la t i onss  14  upg rades  and4 downgrades.  Popurat ion of  Lhese 
" i i5 . rn"- -except ing 

thermar lyt roubred penns creek--were.  much h igher ,  o t r  average,  than'un regu la ted '  w i l d  t rouL  s t reams .

D iscuss ion

w i thou t  f i rm  ob jec t i ves  i t  i s  imposs ib re  to  measure  success .  E i the rwi ld  t rout  ob ject ives are mj .ss i "g 
" i - " " i  

understood.  However ,  thea t tempt  to  c ra im  success  i n  t he  i ac .  o i  ab jec t  f a i i u re  i s  a la rm ing .Th is  i s  t he  th i rd  t ime  s ince  1  989  tha t  nev /s  re reases  have  c la imedtha t  conse rva t lY "  regu la t i ons  a re  no t  regu i red  to  ' p ro tec t ,  p rese rveand  enhance 'w i l d  t r ou t  s t r eams .  r t  i s  t he  w r i t t en  op in i on  o f  t heF ishe r ies  Bu reau  d i rec to r  t ha t  e r rm in i t i on  o f  , ' e f f ec i s , ,  o f  s tock ingi s  a l l  t ha t  i s  regu i red .  He  fa l l s  t o  recogn ize  tha t  c lass  A  s t reamsnow have  a  s t rong  p ro f i re ,  and  wh i re  no t  o f  i n te res t  t o  , t r uck
fo r rowers r ,  a re  ta rge ted -by  tens  o f  t housands  o f  ou r  mos t  expe r tang le rs '  As  ang le r i  na t l o iw ide  a re  i nc rea r ing l y_capabre  o f  ca tch inggr ' t t 'ar  numbars of  t rout ,  unprotec ieO i i reams-suf fe i .  Two recent lywr l t t en  books  l den t i f y tng  ou i  s ta te rs  be t te r  t rou t  s t reams  lnsu re
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tha t  f ew  C lass  A  s t r eams  a re  s t i l l  sec re t s .  on l y  t he  w i l l i ngness
o f  many  o f  ou r  bes t  ang le rs  to  re lease  mos t  o f  t he i r  ca tch  has
p reven ted  fa r  worse  s t ream degrada t i on .

The  above  f i nd ings  l eave  no  doub t  t haL  ou r  w i l d  t rou t  s t reams  a re
be ing  se r i ous l y  deg raded ,  un less  unde r  spec ia l  r egu la t i ons .  A l t hough
36  C lass  A  sec t i ons  were  downgraded  and  on l y  16  upg raded ,  p ress
re leases  and  t h i s  r epo r t  amaz ing l y  i ns i nua te  t ha t  mos t ,  L f  no t  a l l ,
C lass  A  s t reams  have  been  upg raded .  The  exce l l en t  t rends  and  much
h ighe r  popu la t i ons  o f  spec ia l  regu la ted  wa te rs  i nd i ca te  tha t ,  g i ven
p ro tec t i ve  regu la t i ons ,  mos t  o f  ou r  C lass  A  s t r eams  wou ld  a l so
suppor t  much  h ighe r  popu la t i ons ,  wh i l e  d i f f us ing  ang l i ng  p ressu re
f rom o the r  wa te rs .

Conc lus ion

Pennsy l van ia  l eads  the  na t i on  w i th  ove r  1250  t rou t  ang le r  hou rs
pe r  ac re  annua l l y .  Our  s ta tew ide  regu la t i ons  a re  among  the  na t i on '
mos t  l i be ra l .  A  b rown  t rou t  s t ream under  a  t yp i ca l  s ta te_ ' *4so
regu la t i ons  ( c ree l  l im i t  o f  4  o r  5 ) ,  w i l l  suppo r t  up  t o  @3S 'ang le r
hou rs  pe r  ac re  w i thou t  deg rada t i on  o r  spec ia l  regs ;  b rook  t rou t -
-abou t  40  ang le r  hou rs .  I v l os t  s ta tes  and  p rov inces  have  fa r  more
conse rva t i ve  c ree l  and /o r  s i ze  l im i t s ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  f o r  f r ag i l e
w i l d  t rou t  wa te rs ,  t han  does  Pennsy l van ia .  The  vas t  ma jo r i t y  o f
ou r  un regu la ted  w i l d  t rou t  s t reams  a re  reg ress ing .  The  tab les  i n
the  PFBC repo r t  con f i rm  my  1993  f i nd ings . f&2

:W

Recommendat ions

We mus t  recogn ize  tha t  ou r  l i be ra l  s ta tew ide
fa i l ed  to  p ro tec t ,  much  l ess  enhance ,  ou r  950
t rou t  s t reams .

I  sugges t  t ha t  t he  ob jec t i ves  shou ld  i nc lude
by  a t  l eas t  50 t :  m in imum 45  Kg /ha  f o r  b rooks
Numbers  o f  ' qua l i t y '  f i sh - -12 "  f o r  b rown ,  9 "
doub le .

t rou t  regu la t i ons  have
m i l es  o f  C lass  A  w l l d

j . nc reas ing  b iomass
;  60  kg lha  f o r  b rowns .
fo r  b rook - -shou ld

In  h i s  1  984  W i td  T rou t  I I I  p resen ta t i on ,  Bu reau  D i rec to r  G ra f f
p romised  to  make  managemen t  changes  on  w i l d  t rou t  s t reams  i f  "no t
as  o r i g ina l l y  t hough t " .  Where  a re  the  changes?  Wha t  were  the
ob jec t i ves  and  were  they  me t?

In  o rde r  t o  mee t  sugges ted  obJec t l ves ,  I  r ecommend  a  C lass  A  c ree l
I im i t  o f  two  f i sh  f rom the  Apr i l  open ing  to  Labor  Day ;  no -k i l l  t he
res t  o f  t he  yea r  i n  o rde r  t o  d i f f use  ang le r  p ressu re .  I " l i n imum s i zes
o f  12  i nches  fo r  b rown  L rou t ,  and  9  i nches  fo r  b rook  t rou t ,  a re  a l so
favo red .  I n  my  op in i on ,  t hese  a re  t he  regu la t i ons  necessa ry  t o
c rea te  a  sus ta i ned  op t imum f i she ry  f o r  mos t  o f  ou r  C lass  A  s t r eams .

( - ?  n t

/^2J-
Fred Johf ' lson [ '

1C lass  A  Wi ld  T rou t  P rog ram Eva lua t i on .  R .  J .  Weber ,  F lay  1995

2A Decade  o f  Change :  Pennsy l van i -a ' s  C lass  A  F i she r ies .
Has  the  Managemen t  S t ra tegy  succeeded?  F .  Johnson


