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"F i sh ing  i f  I  a  f i she r  may  p ro tes t ,  o f  p l easu res

i s  t he  swee tes t ,  o f  spo r t s  t he  bes t ,  o f  exe rc i se

the  mos t  exce l l en t ,  o f  r ec rea t i on  t he  mos t

i nnocen t ,  bu t  now the  spo r t  i s  mar red ,  and  wo t

ye  why?  F i shes  dec reased  and  f i she rs  mu l t i p l y " .

I s sac  Wa I ton

The  Pennsy l van ia  F&BC F i she r i es  Bu reau  pe rsonne l  have  been

adv i s i ng  commiss ione rs  and  ang le r s  f o r  two  decades  t ha t  r educ ing

c ree l  l im i t s  w i l l  no t  s i gn i f i can t l y  r educe  o r  d i s t r i bu te

ha rves t .  I f  p ressed ,  t hey  imp l y  t ha t  on l y  by  i nc reas ing  m in imum

s ize  can  t h i s  be  accomp l i shed .  Th i s  c l a im  depends  on  many

fac to r s ,  and  w i t hou t  d i sc l a ime rs  i s  spu r i ous  a t  bes t ,  and  un t rue

and  m is l ead ing  unde r  many  cond i t i ons .

Because  o f  t h i s  t h i nk i ng ,  ou r  gene ra l  c ree l  l im i t  o f  e i gh t

t rou t  has  been  unchanged  s ince  1952  and  i s  now among  the

na t i on rs  ve ry  mos t  l i be ra I .  Exace rba t i ng  t h i s  i s  t he  f ac t

t ha t ,  acco rd ing  t o  a  s tudy  t ha t  appea red  i n  t he  AFS  F i she r i es

magaz ine ,  ou r  s t a te  i s  t he  mos t  heav i l y  f i shed  as  we l l ,  w i t h

664  ang le r  hou rs  pe r  ac re  ove ra l l .  Wh i l e  mos t  o the r  s t a tes

have  been  dec reas ing  s ta te  c ree l  I im iLs ,  and  have  d ras t i ca l l y

res t r i c t ed  ha rves t  t o  p ro tec t  t he i r  b l ue  r i bbon  s t r eams ,
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pennsy l van ia  has  done  l i t t l e  bu t  t i nke r  w i th  spec ia l  regu la t i on

waters that  cover  less that  two percent  o f  our  t rout  s t reams '

These  a re  the  s t reams  leas t  i n  need  o f  regu la to ry  change .

could th is  be a tact ic  to  d iver t  a t tent ion f rom how the

remainder  of  our  s t reams are regulated?

cons ide r  some o f  t he  fac to rs  tha t  a f fec t  t he  use fu lness  o f

c ree l  l im i t s .  They  a re  1 )  S t ream o rde r  ( s i ze ) r  2 \  P roduc t i on

to  b i omass  ra t i o ,  3 )  Spec ies ,  4 )  Ang le r  hou rs  pe r  ac re  use '

and  5 )  Popu la t i on  l im i t i ng  fac to rs .  Based  on  su rveys  tha t

I  pe r fo rmed  as  the  commiss ion ' s  f o rmer  p lanner ,  demand  on  ou r

co ld -  wa te r  f i she ry  i s  be tween  1  200  and  1  500  ang le r  hou rs  pe r

ac re .  A1 low ing  fo r  t he  i nc reased  number  o f  ang le rs ,  improved

ang le r  educa t i on  and  expe r t i se ,  more  f ree  t ime ,  g rea t l y  improved

equ ipmen t ,  and  be t te r  'where - to -go '  know ledge  (3  books  i n  recen t

yea rs ) ,  a  da i l y  a l l owance  o f  2  t rou t  t oday  wou ld  be  equ iva len t

o f  t he  8  c ree l  l im i t  se t  i n  1952 .

Respec ted  f i she r ies  sc ien t i s t s  recogn ize  tha t  res t r i c t i ve  c ree l

I im i t s  w i I I  r educe  ha rves t r  ds  w i l I  ca re fu l l y  c ra f t ed  s i ze

res t r i c t i ons .  A  m in imum s i ze  o f  9  i nches  wou ld  he lp  w i l d  t r ou t ,

bu t  be  o f  l i t t l e  use  i n  red i s t r i bu t i ng  adu l t  s tocked  t rou t '

mos t  o f  wh ich  exceed  th i s  s i ze  when  s tocked .  Pe rhaps  tha t

i s  why  ou r  f i she r ies  bu reau - -o the r  t han  i nc reas ing  the  s ta te

m in imum s i ze  f rom the  u l t ra  l ow  6  i nches  to  7  i nches  1  5  yea rs

dgo t  has  done  l i t t l e  bu t  f an tas i ze  ove r  t he  bene f i t s  o f

i nc reased  m in imum s i ze .

Acco rd ing  to  numerous  p ro fess iona l  p resen ta t i ons  a t  t he  Wi ld
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T rou t  Con fe rences ,  ang l i ng  use  exceed ing  f r om 100  t o  400  ang le r

hou rs  pe r  ac re  fo r  b rown  t rou t  shou ld  be  p ro tec ted  by

res t r i c t i ve  s i ze  and  c ree l  r egu la t i ons .  The  na t i on ' s  t op

f i she r i es  sc i en t i s t s ,  i nc l ud ing  Ray  Wh i t e ,  Robe r t  Behnke  and

Bob  Hun t ,  have  a l l  s t r essed  t he  need  f o r  p ro tec t i ve  c ree l

r egu la t i ons  f o r  w i l d  t r ou t .  Ra inbow  t r ou t  r esou rce  use  be tween

50  and  1  50  ang le r  hou rs  pe r  ac re  and  b rook  and  cu t th roa t  use

in  t he  20  t o  50  hou r  ca tego ry  w i l l  usua l l y  a l so  regu i re

p ro tec t i on .  Wha t ' s  t he  bo t t om I i ne  f o r  Pennsy l van ia  w i t h

ave rageco Idwa te ruseo f1200 -1500hou rspe rac r . e .?

E x t r e m e l y  h e a v y  d e m a n d  o n  u n d e r r e g u l a t e d  r e s o s u r c e s  !

O u r  f i s h e r i e s  b u r e a u  h o p e d  t h a t  e n d i n g  s t o c k i n g  o n  o u r  f r a g i l e

C l a s s  A  t r o u t  s t r e a m s  w o u l d  r e d u c e  a n g l i n g  p r e s s u r e  e n o u g h

t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m ,  a n d  p r o m i s e d  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  w h e n e v e r  t h i s

d i d  n o t  h a p p e n .  T h e y  p r o v i d e d  a t  l e a s t  t w o  p r e s s  r e l e a s e s

a n d  o n e  s t a t e m e n t  ( i n  t h e  1 9 9 5  A n n u a I  R e p o r t )  s t r e s s i n g  t h e

s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  W i l d  T r o u t  P r o g r a m .  T h e s e  r e l e a s e s  w e r e - - - n o t

a c c u r a t e .  A c t u a I l y ,  u n t i l  I  g a v e  t h e  c o l d w a t e r  u n i t  l e a d e r

m y  c o p y  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s u r v e y s ,  h e  h a d  n o  b a s i s  f o r  m a k i n g

c o m p a r i s o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  ( 1 9 8 2 )  c o m p i l a t i o n  a n d  ' 1 9 9 2 ,

w h e n  t h e  s e c o n d  r e l e a s e  $ r a s  g i v e n .  M y  c a r e f u l  a n a l y s i s

c o m p a r i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s u r v e y s  w i t h  f o l l o w - u p  s u r v e y s ,  r e v e a l e d

t h a t  t w i c e  a s  m a n y  C l a s s  A  s t r e a m s  h a d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d e g r a d e d

a s  h a d  u p g r a d e d .  T h e  s a m e  o v e r a l l  d o w n g r a d e  r a t i o i  a p p l i e d

t o  a  s t u d y  b y  t h e  b u r e a u  i n  1 9 9 5 ,  u s i n g  t h e i r  s e l e c t e d  s t r e a m s .
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Except  for  some smoke and mir rors ,  and in  sp i te  of  the fact

that  the ident i f ied number of  Class A waters has about  doubled

since 1982,  noth ing has been done to protect  our  wi ld  t rout

s t reams  f rom ove r -ha rves t .  Our  f i she r ies  bu reau  te l1s  us  tha t

s ince the average angler  catches f rom 0 to  1 t rout  per  out ing,

Iower ing  the  c ree l  l im i t  won ' t  he lp .  I n  mos t  f i ne  f i she r ies ,

c ree l  l im i t s  a re  l ower  than  the  ang le rs  expec t  t o  ca tch .  Tha t r s

why  they  a re  ca l l ed  ca tch  l im i t s .  I t  i sn ' t  t he  ave rag ie  ang le r

t ha t  i s  hu r t i ng  t hese  (p r ima r i l y )  sma l l  s t r eams .  I t r s  t he

exper t s  who  h i t  t he  s t ream a f te r  a  ra in ,  qu i ck l y  ca tch  the i r

I im i t  and  may  move  on  to  a  second  s t ream and  second  l im i t .

Two or  three exper t  anglers can knock a smal l  wi ld  brown t rout

s t ream out  o f  that  s tatus in  a year ' .  'Only  the fact  that  many '

o f  ou r  bes t  f i she rmen  rea l i ze  t hey  shou ld ' r e tu rn  mos t  o f  t he i r

legal  catch,  saves many of  our  t rout  s t reams f rom being wiped

ou t .  Bu t  i t t s  un fa i r  and  poo r  managemen t  to  have  to  coun t

on  the i r  generos i t y .

A  word  on  d i s t r i bu t i on .  I f  t he  ten  pe rcen t  o f  ang le rs  who

creel  over  808 of  the t rout  were forced to  reduce the i r  harvest

by  j us t  2O* ,  t he  number  o f  f i sh  l e f t  t o  t he  o the r  908  wou ld

inc rease  by  B0B.  f t s  w in -w in ,  because  the  expe r t s  wou ld

probably  a lso end up catch ing and return ing more t rout .

Le t ' s  t ake  a  l ook  a t  wha t  happened  to  the ' t rou t  popu la t i on

in  ne ighbor  Mary land ' s  w i l d  t rou t  f i she ry  a f te r  t hey  reduced

the i r  c ree l  l im i t  t o  2  t rou t .  Acco rd ing  to  Bob  Bachman ,
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d i r ec to r  i n  i n l and  f i she r i es ,  t he  popu la t i on  o f  t hese  s teams

inc reased  by  2008  t o  400 t  w i t h i n  a  f ew  yea rs ,  and  t he  des i r ed

s i zed  t r ou t  i nc reased  even  more  d rama t i ca l l y .

Conewago  C reek  i n  Adams  Coun ty  was  a  bo rde r l i ne  C lass  B /C  t r ou t

s t r eam w i t h  ve ry  f ew  t r ou t  ove r  B  i nch  l eng th  unde r  PF&BC

managemen t ,  i n  sp i t e  o f  s t r ong  rec ru i tmen t  yea rs .  I  was  h i r ed

as  manage r  o f  1 .5  m i l es  o f  heav i l y  f i shed  c l ub  wa te r .  Members

pay  $500  annua l l y  f o r  t he  p r i v i l ege  o f  f i sh i ng  ove r  a  w i l d

and  f i nge r l i ng  enhanced  popu la t i on  wh i ch  i nc l udes  an  exce l l en t

head  o f  12  t o  1  6  i nch  t r ou t  and  t r ophy  t r ou t  o f  t h ree  spec ies

exceed ing  20 " .  We ' ve  had  poo r  r ec ru i tmen t  yea rs  bu t  con t i nue

to  s tockp i l e  b i omass  and  I  an t i c i pa te  pe rm i t L i ng  l im i t ed  ha rves t

when  we  a t t a i n  t he  des i r ed  popu la t i on  s t r uc tu re  and  o the r

ob jec t i ves .  Ou r  b i omass  now  i s  es t ima ted  t o  be  ove r  300 t  h i ghe r

than  unde r  s ta te  managemen t .  I f  t he  Commiss ion  imp lemen ts

the  T rou t  Un l im i t ed  p roposed  w i l d  t r ou t  r egu la t i ons ,  I  may

be  the  b ig  l ose r i  ou r  w i l d  t rou t  s t reams  cou ld  become so  good

tha t  f ew  wou ld  be  w i l l i ng  t o  pay  $500  f o r  t he  p r i v i l ege  o f

f i sh i ng  c l ub  wa te r .

T h a t ' s  a  c h a n c e  I  h o p e  t o  l o s e .


