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Backqround

fn  1983 ,  OPERATION FUTURE was  imp lemen ted  to  es tab l i sh  new gu ide l i nes
fo r  t he  managemen t  o f  pennsy l van ia rs  f i she r ies .  one  o f  t he
cornerstones of  t f t is  program $ras to  ident i fy  those st reams which
suppor ted good wl ld  t rout  populat lons,  and manage them wi thout
ha tche ry  augmen ta t i on .  t n i t i a l l y  |  450  m i les  o f  s t reams-w i th  b rown
t rou t  popura t i ons  o f  a t  l eas t  4o  k i rog rams  pe r  hec ta re  (Kg /ha ) ,
and  30  Kg /ha  fo r  b rook  t rou t  wa te rs -were  i den t l f i ed .

Exgept  for  s tock lng terminat ion,  no other  rest r lc t ions vrere
ln l t l a ted r  as  i t  was  be l l eved  tha t  dec reased  ang l i ng  p ressu re  wou ld
prov lde adequate protect ion to  maintaLn or  enhan"e wf ia  s tandlng
s tocks .  ob jec t i ves  $ re re  o r l g ina l l y  l - lm l ted  to  avo ldance  o f
degradat lon of  s tanding crops.

P ress  re leases  l n  1989  and  1993  sugges ted  tha t  C lass  A  wa te rs  were
th r l v l ng  under  cu r ren t  s ta tew tde  regu la t tons .  New C lass  A  wa te rs
were d lscovered and added each year ,  and have now helped doubre
the  o r l g lna l  m l l eage- - i n  sp i te  o f  t he  fac t  t ha t  many  o f  t he  o r i g ina lr r l r r  sect lons have degraded and been dropped.  one or  two obJect ives
were  added ;  bu t  se rved  p r lmar i l y  on l y  a i -gu ide l i nes .  The  l ggS  annua l
repo r t  s ta ted  tha t  a  new repo r t  t ' r e f l ec tea . . . pos i t i ve  response , '
to  the current  wl ld  t rout  program.

DLscuss lon

A rev lew of  the 1 983 wl ld  t rout  sect j .ons that  remaLned as ClassAr a decade la ter  revealed overa l l  degradat lon,  wi th  two sect lonss lgnl f lcant ly  degraded for  every sect lon that  had egual  enhancement .ove ra l l ,  Jus t  20 t ' o f  eva lua ted  i ec t l ons  had  rmp i " "ed  s tand ing  s tocksexceed lng  10 t .  The  1995  PFBC repo r t  re f l ec ted  the  same ove ra l ltwo to  one rat lon of  s ign i f lcant  degradat lon under  current
management.

P rcgen t  c laeg  -A  po r rcy  has^ rg r rg f  t o  p ro tec t ,  much  ress  enhance ,o r l g lna l  s tand lng  c rops .  on l y  t hose  6 iass  a  sec t i ons  under  spec ia lregulat lons show over l r r  improvement .  This  poin is- to  orr . r -harvest ,aa  the  l lm l t t ng  fac to r  o f  un res t r l c ted  c lass  a  
" i i . i .  

r n te res t l ng ry ,w l Id  t rouL  popu la t l ons  i n  c rass  B  
" i " . x "a  

s t reams  may  be  fa r l ngbe t te r  t han  a re  the  c rass  A rs .  Th ; ; ; i y  exp lana t i on  fo r  t h i s  maybe that  the la t ter  waters have.  b :s"  p"urr . ized by the commtss ion,magaz ine  a r t l c l es ,  and  a t  l eas t  t h re ! - rwhere  i " - i " i - - i ooks .  Ang le rs ,par t lcu lar l r  those who f lsh wl ld  t rout  s t reams,  are bet ter  in formedand  have  the  expe r t i se  to  exp lo i t  w i i a  i i she r ies .  These  a re  o f tenthe  top  ten  pe rcen t  o f  ang le i s  r t t " . " i . i ,  go t  t o  9o t  o f  ou r  t rou t .

The  commiss lon  l s  s t r i v i ng  to  i nc rease  use  o f  w i rd  t rou t  wa te rs ,guo te :  "E&r  emphas i s  on  w i rd  t r ou t - i " " o . , r . e . . . t o  emphas l ze  w i rdt rou t  f i sh ing  l n  agua t i c  educa t i on  and  advanced  f t s i r i ng  sk i l l sp rog rams" .  P romot , i on  o f  t h i s  p rog ram be fo re  i t r s  , f i xed ,  w i r lexacerbate the problem. Longer  term enhancement  for  most  smal lto medlum slze streams lncrudes habttat upgrade t,hrough taiFj- iStream or other s iml lar ly  or iented programs.
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S toc l : i r r g :  Unde r  no rn la l  cond ih i . ons ,
h ro t t t  s t r eams  w j . l  I  no t  be  s tocke t l .
exI remn r l rough i  or  po l  l .u t lo r t - -J  h  ls
popu laL ' i ons  ,  f r : y  o r  f  i  r r qe r l l ns  t . r ou t :

' ;  i J

!-ur{i-ttgs.
' l ' l r e  P F B C  i s  c o m m i t L e d  t o  p r o t - e e t ,  c o n s e r v e  a r r c l  e n l r a r r c e  i l - s  f i s h e r y
r e s o u r c e .  I n  s p i l , e  o f  p t r b l i s l r e d  c l a i r r r s ,  t l r i . s  h a s  r r o t .  b e e t r  d o t r e
f o r  o u r  w i l d  t r o u t  s L r e a n r s - - t l r o s e  s t r e a r n s  r . l h i c l r  a r e  i r r  g r e a t e s t
r r e e d  o f  r e s t r i c t . i v e  n t a t r a q e m e n t .  T l r e  C o m r n i s s i o n  l r a s  p r - r b I i c l . y  p r o m i s e c l
(  a b  W i I d  T r o u t  . I I f  i r t  Y e l l o w s t o n e )  t l r a t  i  f  w i  l d  t r o u t  v r a l - e r s - u n d e r
s t a b e w i d e  r e g u l a t i o r r s - l t a v e  b e c o r n e  " n o l -  a s  g o o d  a s  o r i . g i n a l l y  t l t o t r g h t ,
n e c e s s a r y  a c t i o r t "  L o  t r p g r a d e  t h e  r e s o l r r c e  w i  l l  b e  t - a k e n .  l l h i  l e
" a s  o r i g i r r a l l y  t h o u g l t l - "  l r a r d l y  c o n s L i t u t e s  a  s p e c j . f i c  o b j e c t i v e ,
t h e  m a n a g e m e t t t -  o f  w i l d  t r o t r l -  s b r e a r n s ,  o l - h e r  t t r a t t  t o  e l i n r i n a t e
d e g r a d e d  s t r e a m  s e c t i o n s ,  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  u n c i t a n g e d .

t - : l r a n g e  i s  o v e r d t r e .  O u r  w i l c l  r e s o r r r c e  . i . s  d e g r a c l i n g  u r r d e r  c u r r e n t
r n a n a g e m e n t  .  A r r g l e r  e q u i  p n r e n t  a n d  e : ( p e r  t  I  s e  a r e  m t r c l t  l m p r o v e d .
0 r r l y  t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  n r a n y  e x p e r h -  a n g l e r s  t o  r e t - u r n  t h e i r  c a t c l t
I r a s  d e l a y e d  f  a r  g r e a t e r  o v e r - l r a r v e s t .  P a n c l e r i n g  t o  t h e  s m a l l
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a r t q l e r s  v r l t o s e  g o a l  i . s  r r r a x i n r u m  t t a r v e s t  i s  e q t r i v a l e n t
t o  " l r a r v e s t  l n e r r t a l i t y " ,  a .  I o r r n  o f  r n a r r a g e m e n t  n o  I o r t g e r  a c c e p b a b l e
t o  m o s t  f  i s h e r i e s  m a n a q e r s .  B o t l r  e c o n o m i c  a r r d  r e s o u r c e  c a l c u l a t - i o n s
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e a c l r  a r r g l e r ' s  a n n u a l  s l r a r e  o f  o r r r  l - r o u t  r e s o t t r c e  i s
6  o r  7  t - r o u t .  ' l ' l t e  s l r a r e  o f  j r r s t  w i  l c l  t r o u t .  i s  2  o r  3  p e r  y e a r .
B n : s 4  o n  a r t g l e r  h o u r s  p e r  a c r e ,  o r r r  l - r o u t  r e s o u r c e  i s  t h e  m o s t
l 1 q ; r v i l t  f  i s h e d  i n  L h e  t r a l - i o r r .  P e l r r r s y l v a n i a  a r g u a b l y  s h o u l d  h a v e
t l r e  r n o s t  r e s t r i c t - i v e  w i l d  b r o u L  r e g u l a t i o n s  i l r  t l r e  n a t i o t r ,  r t o t ,
a s  n o r v ,  p e r h a p s  t l r e  m o s L  l i l : e r a l  o n e s .

@

I t t  o rde r  t o  i l t s t t r e  [ . r o tec l - j o r r  a r rd  en l r a l ) ( : en tenb .  o f  ou r  w i l d  t r ou t
f  i . she r i es ,  a t t d  t o  o f  f  se t  ove r  f o t r r  decades  w i  t - ho t r t  l r a r ves t  r educ t .  l on ,
d r : as t i c  c ree l  r : es t r i c t i o t r s  a re  essenL ia l ,  l i n ked  w i t h  p r i o r i t i zed
I t ab iba t  imp roven ten t .  PA ' I 'U  s t r p rpo r t s  and  w i I I  wo rk  Lo  ob ta i n  t he
fo l l ov r i ng  regu laL ions  and  ob jec t i ves  f o r  C Iass  A  a r rd  t , l i l de rness
l -  rou h s  L. reams :

C r e e I :  l l o  m o r e  t l r a r t  t w o  l 2 , l  L r o t r t  t o L a l  o f  a l l  s p e c i e s  m a y  b e  i n
p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a t t  a n g l e r  w l t o  i s  f i s l r i . n g  o r  h a s  f i s l r e d  a  w i l d  t r o u t
s t ' . r e a m  o r r  t - h a t  o r  p r e v i o t r s  r l a t e s .

l , l i n i m u m  s l z e  f  o r  h a r v e s t - :

Brook  t r o t r t :  9 "
O t l r e r  SF tee ies i  12 "

Equ ipmen t :  Any  equ iFmenb  i t e rn  o r  l t r r e  l - l r a t  i s  pe r rn i b ted  u r rde r
s ta te r . r i de  regu la t i ons  n ray  be  t t sec l .  A r t t f i c i a l  I u res  on l y  m ig l r t
t r e  cons ide rec l  on  pub l i c . e l l y  owr rec l  r va te r s .

S e a s o t t s :  ' l ' r o t r t  m a y  b e  t - a k e r t  o r r l . y  f  r o l n  h - l r e  t  r  o t r t  s e a s o n  o p e n e r  i n
A p r i I  t h r u  l , a h r o r  D a y .  t ' l o  l - r o u t  m a y  b e  t a k e n  o r  k i I l e d  f  r o m  v r i l  d
t r o r : t  w a t e r s  a f  t e r  L a b o r  l ) a y  u n b i l .  l - h e  f o l l o r v i n g  A p r i l  o p e r r e r .

Lo  reduce  gene t i c  r i s k ,  w i .  t d
I f  f o r  any  reaso r ' t - - s r t c l r  as
deemed  nec :essa r : y  t o  r e .  es tab l l sh
s l rou l  d  be ub i  l . i zec l .



F ive  Yea r  Ob jec t i ves :  F t f tY
1  00 t  i nc rease  o f  ha rves tab le
o f  t r ou t  s t r eams  unde r  C Iass
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pe rce t t t  i n c rease  i n  s tand inq  c rop  and
i i r "  t r ou t .  F i f t een  hund red  m i l es
A  l ' l a t ragemen t .

TIL CL Ass A lAANAaE f i I^ l  r
6/,/qe


