
THE MONTANA EXPERIENCE

r  ques t i oned  Howard  Johnson ,  ch ie f  o f  F i she r ies  Managemen t  fo r

Mon tana ,  abou t  t ha t  s ta te ' s  s tock ing  po l i cy .  He  exp ra ined  tha t

the  s ta te - -w i th  few  excep t i ons - -does  no t  s tock  wa te rs  wh ich ,

"w i l l  sus ta in  na tu ra l  rep roduc t i on  o f  w i l d  t rou t ' , .  Mos t  s tocked

t rou t  a re  f i nge r l i ng  o r  f r y ,  p laced  i n  l akes  wh ich  do  no t  sus ta in

a  na tu ra r  t rou t  f i she ry .  Th i s  po l i cy  has  been  in  e f fec t  s ince

1974 '  r t  came abou t  as  a  resu l t  o f  an  ea r l i e r  s tudy  on  the  Mad ison

R ive r  wh ich  revea led  tha t  a f te r  s tock ing  was  te rm ina ted  on  tha t

famous r iver ,  the f ishery improved.  The improvement  was noted

fo r  mos t  Mon tana  wa te rs  a f te r  s tock ing  ceased .  Grea t  ca re  i s

taken  to  p reven t  gene t i c  ha rm to  a  w i l d  t rou t  f i she ry .  Genera r ry ,

reg iona r  regu la t i ons  pe rm i t  t he  ha rves t  o f  f i ve  t rou t  w i th  no

min imum s i ze -  Based  upon  ang re r  p ressu re  aga ins t  t he  resou rce ,

th is  is  equivd lenL to  between one and two t rout  per  day in

Pennsy rvan ia .  However ,  i n  con t ras t  t o  t he  l ack  o f  spec ia l

p ro tec t i on  fo r  mos t  o f  pennsy rvan ia , s  b lue  r i bbon  s t reams ,  t he

ma jo r i t y  o f  t hose  i n  Mon tana  have  c ree l  l im i t s  cons ide rab l y  l ower

than  the i r  s ta tes ide  l im i t  o f  f i ve ,  and /o r  a  l im i t  t o  t he  number

o f  l a rge r  s i ze  t r ou t .

cur ious ly ,  many Montana anglers are unaware that  the i r  favor i te

st reams are no ronger  s tocked.  Apparentry  the change was not

h igh l y  pub l i c i zed .
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